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Location 
West of golf course in South Pas,  east 
of York Blvd Bridge, near 110 Parkway, 
4 acres 

South Pasadena-Arroyo Seco Woodland and Wildlife Park 



1888 

1912 

1913 

1914/1916 

1920 

1922 
 

1927 

1929 

South Pasadena incorporated 

Pasadena Avenue Bridge completed 

Colorado Street Bridge completed 

Major flooding 

Devil’s Gate Dam completed 

$100,000 bond in S. Pas. to purchase 100 
acres in the Arroyo Seco for parkland 

300 trees planted in new park by volunteers 

Construction begins on Angeles Crest Hwy 

Early History 



Devil’s Gate Dam, Arroyo Seco.  Under construction in 1920, this was the first dam 
constructed by Los Angeles County Flood Control District. 

Photo credit: http://www.arroyoseco.org/History/DevilsGateDam.pdf 



Devil’s Gate Dam provided flood control, water conservation and was the major 
road connecting Pasadena and La Cañada. 

Photo credit: http://www.arroyoseco.org/History/DevilsGateDam.pdf 



1935-40 

1940 

1938/43 

1948 
 

1955 

1958 

 

Extensive work on flood control channel 

Dedication of the Arroyo Seco Parkway 

Major flooding 

Completed channel from Devil’s Gate to LA 
River, except small section under the 134 

Golf course opens in So. Pas Arroyo 

Angeles Crest Hwy completed (begun 1929) 

Middle Years 



Arroyo Seco in the 1930s, from the G.W. Penfield Collection, 
 Photo courtesy of the South Pasadena Public Library. 



A flood in the Arroyo caused severe damage to this rail line in front of a mining facility 
in the 1930s.  

http://www.nelanet.org/reportsmaps/hphistory/figure_10.jpg 



Arroyo Seco during a flooding period, Southwest Museum in the 
background. Postcard from the collection of Virginia Neely.  

http://www.nelanet.org/reportsmaps/hphistory/figure_4.jpg 



Box channel in Arroyo Seco. 



Angeles Crest Highway on a foggy, winter day. 



Recent Past 

1986 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2003 

2004 

 
2006 
 

South Pasadena Arroyo Seco Park renovation 

Devil’s Gate Dam rehabilitated 

Pasadena Lower Arroyo restoration (BFI) 

So Pas activists save the Nature Park 

Gold Line opens 

Dedication of South Pasadena Arroyo Seco 
Woodland and Wildlife Park 

Friends of South Pas Nature Park formed 



1998/99: Saving the park 

May 1999:  

City receives proposal to sell 
1.37 acres for ~$1m to Almansor 
Center to build a school and 
“family oriented park.” 

Funds received “would be directed 
toward the new park at this site and 
could help fund numerous other 
capital improvement projects 
throughout the City.” 



1999: Saving the park 



2003: Saving the park 

Given the scarcity of funding sources, it 
is unlikely that any improvements 
would be made to this site in the 
absence of a joint partnership with a 
private partner. Therefore, the no 
project alternative is included to 
address how the current condition of 
the site would compare to the other 
proposals. (So Pas proposal, 1998) 



2004: Construction 



2005: Weeds and problems 



2006: Friends of Nature Park 
 



2010 & ‘12: MLK Service Day 
 



2011: Politics 



2014: Ten Years Old 









2016: Diggers Add Toyon 



2016: Monarch Waystation  



2006: Challenge 



2006: Challenge 



2006: Challenge 



2012: Success 



2016: Success 



2016: Success 



The Present 



The Present 



The Present 



The Present 



The flood control channel 
was not built in a day 



The Future 



The Future 
Reach 6: Arroyo Seco Ecosystem Restoration Integrated Feasibility Study  

South Pasadena-Arroyo Seco Woodland and Wildlife Park 



The Future 



2015: Success 
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2015: Success 



2015: Success 



2015: Success 



2015: Success 



Resources 
Nature Park Blog 

 http://nativebydesign.blogspot.com/ 

Weeding Wild Suburbia (nature park) 
 http://www.weedingwildsuburbia.com/nature-park/ 

SP-AS Woodland & Wildlife Park (Facebook Page) 
 https://www.facebook.com/South-Pasadena-Arroyo-Seco-
Woodland-and-Wildlife-Park-153086364717751/ 

Native by Design: Community Involvement in the Creation and 
Stewardship of a Nature Park.  
2009. B. Eisenstein. CNPS Fremontia, April 2009, Vol 37, No 2, 
pp. 16-19.  

South Pasadena 1888-1988, 2nd Edition.  1987. Jane Apostol. Friends of 
the South Pasadena Public Library.  



York Street Bridge in 2003  

Keep your eye on the prize 



York Street Bridge in the 1930s , Photo courtesy of the South Pasadena Public Library 

Bringing back nature 




